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Tool and Hardware Specials: News & Sales HYCI' While Supplies Last
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Commodities Update:

e Panels: As of this writing both OSB and SYP plywood
seem to be holding steady. OSB has strong order
files, and with steady demand, has not lost much
ground. Pretty much the same thing for Yellow Pine
plywood.

e Dimension lumber: Euro SPF has had steady sales but

with most orders shipping two weeks or sooner, has
not been able to generate much upward movement.
e USG, our primary gypsum vendor, has taken a
$20/MSF increase on drywall which will be passed on
soon. Its cement board, joint compound and_plaster

products will not increase as previously announced.

e USG Interiors has increased ceiling grid this past
month by 15% and has another 10% bump planned
for 2/26/24 due to higher steel costs. Ceiling panels
will increase by 8% on 2/12/24.

e Steel studs and accessories from Clark Dietrich will
also increase 10% on 2/1/24.

e Fiberglass and glass wool (Rockwool) insulation are

still in very tight supply.

Helpful hint:

What to do if joint compound freezes before it is used.

United States Gypsum Company urges dealers and
end users of its SHEETROCK Brand Ready Mixed
Joint Compound products to protect them from
freezing. Frozen compound usually requires extra
labor to retain its desired working properties.

If joint compound freezes, thaw the containers slowly
at room temperature. High heat or the addition of hot
water is not recommended.

The end user may notice separated liquid lying on top
of the frozen compound. This liquid must be mixed
back into the compound. No water should be added
to the compound to achieve the desired
consistency until the separated liquid has been
re-mixed. If the material can’t be remixed to a
uniform homogenous consistency, the product
should be discarded.

Words Worth Reading:

From his book, Barking to the Choir, Gregory Boyle, a
Catholic priest, talks about seeing the goodness and
godliness in each person you encounter.

“When I taught at Loyola High School in the late ‘70s, after
Sunday morning mass I’d grab a cup of coffee and sit in the
living room... and read the LA Times. Peace, quiet and feliz
(happiness); it didn’t get better than that. One Sunday, I
was sitting with my friend and Jesuit brother, Al Naucke.
Both of us had our coffee and were silently turning the
pages of the paper when the doorbell started to ring
repeatedly. Initially, Al and I hid behind our papers,
waiting it out. The doorbell rarely rang, but when it did, it
was almost always some homeless person.

Finally, Al, the way better man, quietly put down the paper.
There was no annoyed sighing (though who would blame
him?).

Some ten minutes later he returned, sat down, took a sip of
coffee and resumed his reading. After a few beats | asked,
without lowering the paper, “Well?”

“Well what?” Al replied, not lowering his paper either.
“Who was it?”

From behind the sports section he said, “Jesus, in his least
recognizable form.”....

His least recognizable form. And so too with the gang
member, and the mother receiving welfare, and the heroin
addict, and the butcher, the baker, and the candlestick
maker. To practice the sacrament of sacred presence is to
be Jesus, and to see Jesus. It’s all right in front of us, here
and now.

Quote To Think About:

There are no unimportant jobs,
no unimportant people,

no unimportant acts of kindness.
Jackson Brown Sr.

Brain Builder: See if you can figure it out!
Guess the next three letter in this series
GTNTL_ _ _

Go to www.ilionlumber.com
for the answer!

Hardware humor:

A young man with a brand new flashy sports car was out driving
somewhat carelessly and bumped into the back of a big burly
construction worker’s old pickup truck. The two pulled over and
the big man noticed a dent in his truck. He also noticed that the
young man was somewhat oblivious to the damage he caused.
The construction worker became mad and pulled a crow bar out
of the back of his pickup. He pulled the young man to the side of
the road, drew a circle in the dirt and told him to step inside the
circle and not move. He then took his crowbar and made a
scratch along the whole length of the new car.

Looking back at the young man, he noticed a faint smile which
annoyed him, so with his crowbar he next smashed big dents into
the hood of the new car.

Again, he saw the young man was unable to hold back a laugh. So
now, totally infuriated, he took his tool and smashed all the
windows and the windshield.

One last time he looked at the young man who was almost
doubled over laughing. Finally the big construction worker said
to the man, “I just smashed up your whole car. Why do you find
that so amusing?”

The young man replied “While you weren’t looking I stepped out
of the circle three times!”
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